
Don Syme is Counsellor (Primary Industries) in the New Zealand Embassy in Rome. He is New Zealand’s 
Deputy Permanent Representative to the FAO, and represents New Zealand’s interests on the FAO Programme 
Committee, FAO Committee on Fisheries Bureau and Committee on World Food Security (CFS) Bureau and 
a range of international steering committees in Rome covering inter alia, climate change, soils, plant health, 
and family farming. Don is currently the Vice Chair of the CFS. Don represents the Global Research Alliance on 
Agricultural Greenhouse Gases (GRA) in the FAO and also represents New Zealand as an Associate Member of 
the Governing Board of the EU Joint Programming Initiative on Agriculture, Food Security and Climate Change 
(FACCE-JPI). Don also represents New Zealand in the agriculture working group in the OECD and is the current 
Chair of the OECD Committee on Fisheries.
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